31.   UNTOUCHABLE SAINT NANDA

Shri Mahadev has culled the story of Nanda from the litera-
ture of the South. I wish that everyone should read it with
interest. Let no one believe that the story of Nanda is anyone's
invention. There may be exaggeration in it. But there indeed
lived a saintly Antyaja named Nanda six hundred years ago. That,
by the strength of his character, he earned his right to enter a
temple and that even today he is worshipped by Hindus as an avatar
is not to be doubted. The sanctifying story of Nanda teaches
us that though the condition in which one is born is the fruit
of one's actions in the previous life, the Creator has left scope
for human effort, so that an Antyaja like Nanda could, by the strength
of his character, purify himself during his life and was regarded
by others as purified. The Brahmins accepted him with love. If
Nanda could become pure during his life, we must believe that
all of us have that power in us. Every Antyaja, therefore, should
have the right to enter our temples for worship.

I hope that no one will advance the argument that Nanda
had entered fire [to prove the purity of his character], and that
Antyajas are welcome to do what he did and then enter temples.
The story of his going through fire is pure poetry. Or, even if we
believe it to be true, he entered fire of his own free will. The
vast majority of Brahmins were ready to permit Nanda to enter
the temple for the purpose of darskan1 on condition only that he
should take a bath. The only moral we should draw from this
story is that an Antyaja can, by right effort, purify himself during his
present life. That is to say, the Antyajas should be free to enter
temples on the same condition on which other Hindus can.

This much for the so-called caste Hindus.

Nanda's story is one which should inspire the Antyajas and
bring purity in their lives- I for one wish it should be read in
every Antyaja home. But they should not content themselves
merely with reading it. Every Antyaja should do what Nanda did.
Let every Antyaja show Nanda's purity, as also his patience, his
compassion, his truthfulness and his determination. Nanda was
the very embodiment of satyagraha. He converted atheists to
believers in God. May every Antyaja read the story of Nanda and

1 Sight of a person, place or thing consi<Jered holy